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Spring 2018 
ENGV 310: Studies in a Literary Genre: The “Turk Play” in Early          Modern England 
Kyle DiRoberto, PhD
 




Monday 6-7:15 and online Office: TBA PCC, East




Rooms SV B156, 
Telephone number: 520 288-9997


          droberto@email.arizona.edu
Also available online with notice


          Office Hours: 3-5 M-W
Communication: 




          UA e-mail, D2L, and Slack.
Course Description 
The catalogue describes ENGV 310 as focusing on the origin and evolution of literary genres. Through lecture, small-group activities, in-class discussion, and web-delivered content and assessment, and by using the semantic/syntactic approach to genre, introduced by Rick Altman, as its guiding theory, this course will examine the substitutions and syntax of early modern “Turk” plays and the evolution of tropes—that alternatingly value alterity and perpetuate bias—in representations of the Middle East in Early Modern England. Since Edward Said’s foundational work Orientalism, from which we will read excerpts, the sociocultural formations of Western identities are understood to depend on fantasies of the East. As we look at the evolution of representations of the Middle East in early modern drama, with this in mind, we will also attempt to overturn these fantasies by contextualizing the plays in the historic material realities of the Middle East and its literature—to this end we will also read volumes and excerpts from Evliya Çelebi’s Book of Travels, Firdwasi’s The Book of King’s, and the Koran, as well as the “nonfiction” letters of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu.
Required Texts or Readings

Çelebi, Evliya, et al. An Ottoman Traveller: Selections from the Book of Travels of Evliya Çelebi. Eland, 2011.

Haleem, M. A. S. Abdel. Qu'ran. Oxford University Press, 2004.
Marlowe, Christopher. Tamburlaine http://users.ipfw.edu/stapletm/msa/docs/CaseMarlowev2Tam.pdf
Montagu, Mary Wortley, and John Cleland. Letters of the Right Honourable Lady Mary Montegue: Written, during Her Travels in Europe, Asia and Africa, to Persons of Distinction, Men of Letters, &c. in Different Parts of Europe. Which Contain, among Other Curious Relations, Accounts of the Policy and Manners of the Turks ; Drawn from Sources That Have Been Inaccessible to Other Travellers. In Three Volumes. Printed for T. Becket and P.A. De Hondt, in the Strand., 1763.
Sadri, Ahmad, et al. Shahnameh: The Epic of the Persian Kings. Liveright Publishing Corporation, a Division of W.W. Norton & Company, 2017.
Said, Edward W. Orientalism. Penguin Books, 1985.
Shakespeare, William.  Othello and Antony and Cleopatra available at https://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/
Vitkus, Daniel J. Three Turk Plays from Early Modern England. Columbia University Press, 2000.

Excerpts from the Letters of Lady Mary Wortley Monteque, the Qu’ran, and Shahnameh will be provided. 

 Course Schedule 
Week One: Introduction to the course, overview of the representation of the Middle East in Early Modern England: The Crusades, trade, Timur the Lame, and the Ottoman Empire 

Week Two: The Book of Travels of Evliya Çelebi Vol 1 and Excerpts from Shahnameh and the Qu’ran Quiz

Week Three: Tamburlaine The Book of Travels Excerpts from Orientalism Quiz 
Week Four: Tamburlaine
Week Five: Tamburlaine Quiz 
Week Six: Selimus (scene1-13)
Week Seven: Selimus (scene 14- 29) Quiz
Week Eight: Othello (Act 1-2)
Week Nine: Othello (Act 3-5) Excerpts from The Book of Travels Essay One (250-500 words) Quiz 

Week Ten: A Christian Turned Turk (scene 1-8) Excerpts from The Book of Travels Essay One (250-500 words) 
Week Eleven: A Christian Turned Turk (scene 9-16) Quiz 

Week Twelve: Antony and Cleopatra (Act 1-2) Essay One (rewrite) (250-500 words)
Week Thirteen: Antony and Cleopatra (Act 3-5) and The Letters
Week Fourteen: The Renegado (Act 1-2) and The Letters
Week Fifteen: The Renegado (Act 3-5) and The Letters
Week Sixteen: Unfinished Business
Assignments
	Grading: 

Essay One 10%
Essay One rewrite 10 %
Essay Two 10%

Research or Creative Project 40%

Presentation 10 %

Participation in Slack and class 20%

	


1) Essay and Two (5-6 pages and rewrite)

You will select at least one of the literary works in the course this semester and choose a theoretical (or historical) and/or formal approach through which to develop your reading of the work. You must meet with me individually at least once (in Adobe Connect, by phone, in person, or through Slack) in order to plan your essay. This should happen at least one week in advance of the essay. Some questions you might ask in order to develop your essay might be how is the play making a statement about class, race, gender or sexuality? How does the rhetoric of the play construct positive identities? In what ways does the play or plays express a celebration or an anxiety about sexuality or gender? No matter what you choose to focus on in your response, keep the writing specific, and use specific citations and/or quotations from the play in order to prove your argument/interpretation. This must be rewritten after instructor and peer feedback for a second grade. See Grading Rubrics for all assignments in d2l for more specific information.
2) Research (or Creative Project) Choose one of your essays and research the critical conversation and historic situation—an economic, religious, or political aspect of the play(s) you have written about in your first essay. You will reflect this critical conversation (and join it) by incorporating the conversation and your research into your original essay, adding another 4-5 pages. You must meet with me individually at least once (in Adobe Connect, by phone, in person, or through Slack) in order to plan your research.
3) Slack Posts/in class participation:  Weekly Slack posts are required, they will be similar to essays in content but will not be as involved. They should be roughly 100 words and can be written in a much more casual tone. They will not be graded for grammar.

· Do not summarize. 

· Focus on particular elements perhaps the element you will use for your essay, such as representations of race, gender, class, and/or metaphor and symbolism. I recommend choosing only one scene or one passage from the reading that you feel represents an overall message or theme write specifically. Quoting is a must. 

· Brainstorm connections that you see between any supplementary readings from other weeks.
In class, be prepared to discuss the readings in a similar manner as you would in your posts to Slack.  
5) Quizzes There will be multiple in class quizzes on the readings and viewings this semester 
Some Tips for Success:

•Keep up with the reading. Once you fall behind it will be difficult to get caught up.
•Post to Slack every week. Remember that not posting will result in a zero for that week which could substantially impact your grade.
•Read carefully, slowly, and actively: annotate your texts.
•Schedule consistent times to check D2L, email, and Slack.
4) Presentation of your research will be required in last few weeks of class. 
Honors Credit is available by contract.

Course Objectives and Expected Learning Outcomes: This course is designed to cover the basics of genre studies and introductory literary analysis. Its goals are to provide a foundational knowledge of a genre and the tools for critical literary analysis. It will model how to critically watch/read plays, and teach you to identify different literary techniques of the genre, it will also guide your development of self-awareness in your role as a as a critical viewer/reader and help you to see the process by which you make meaning from the text. The course will also create opportunities for you to demonstrate your ability to analyze literature and to connect literary elements to overall messages and themes from the plays and the nonfiction works where applicable. 

Students in ENGV 310 will develop the following: 
•An understanding of basic elements of genre, such as generic expectations

•The ability to isolate generic techniques and analyze them

•The skills to write critical analyses of both plays and written text

•An understanding that different playwrights and writers work both within and against generic conventions

•A sense of how ideologies of gender, sexuality, nationalism, and economics operate in plays, literature, and nonfiction and the ability to critique these constructions in written and visual texts

•An ability to communicate effectively and to argue convincingly through analytical essays.

•The ability to demonstrate understanding of the significance of drama and written texts in shaping ideologies of gender, sexuality, race, class, and the impact of these elements have on the construction of social identities. 
Absence and Class Participation Policy 
The UA’s policy concerning Class Attendance, Participation, and Administrative Drops is available at: http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/class-attendance-participation-and-administrative-drop 
The UA policy regarding absences for any sincerely held religious belief, observance or practice will be accommodated where reasonable: http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/religious-accommodation-policy
Absences pre-approved by the UA Dean of Students (or Dean Designee) will be honored.  See: https://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/absences
Participating in the course and attending lectures and other course events are vital to the learning process. As such, attendance is required at all lectures and discussion section meetings. Students who miss class due to illness or emergency are required to bring documentation from their health-care provider or other relevant, professional third parties. Failure to submit third-party documentation will result in unexcused absences. (Recommended)
Makeup Policy for Students Who Register Late (recommended) 
Statement on whether students who register after the first class meeting may make up missed assignments/quizzes and the deadline for doing so
Requests for incomplete (I) or withdrawal (W) must be made in accordance with University policies, which are available at: http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grades-and-grading-system#incomplete
Dispute of Grade Policy: Provide the acceptable time period for disputing a grade on a paper, project, or exam. Grade appeal policy: http://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/grade-appeal
Honors Contract:
Students wishing to contract this course for Honors Credit should email me to set up an appointment to discuss the terms of the contact. Information on Honors Contracts can be found at https://www.honors.arizona.edu/honors-contracts .  
Subject to Change Statement
Information contained in the course syllabus, other than the grade and absence policy, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.

Notification of Objectionable Materials 
This course will contain material of a mature nature, which may include explicit

language, depictions of nudity, sexual situations, and/or violence. The instructor will

provide advance notice when such materials will be used. Students are not

automatically excused from interacting with such materials, but they are encouraged

to speak with the instructor to voice concerns and to provide feedback. 
Additional Resources for Students
UA Academic policies and procedures are available at

http://catalog.arizona.edu/policies 
Student Assistance and Advocacy information is available at

http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/student-assistance/students/student-assistance

Tutoring
UA South provides free tutoring for writing and math, and various other related subjects, at multiple locations and fully online. Students can access free tutoring in-person at our Cochise and Yuma County locations, at the UA Think Tank in Tucson, as well as fully online from the UA Think Tank.
 
To find tutoring hours and availability near you, please select your location below to find the tutoring available at your learning center.
 

Sierra Vista & Douglas:
 http://www.cochise.edu/academic-support/tutoring/ 

Tucson: 


 http://thinktank.arizona.edu/ 
Yuma:
 https://www.azwestern.edu/student-success-center/tutoring
All Locations (Online):
 http://thinktank.arizona.edu/online-tutoring
University of Arizona Policies:

Classroom Behavior Policy : 
To foster a positive learning environment, students and instructors have a shared

responsibility. We want a safe, welcoming, and inclusive environment where all of us

feel comfortable with each other and where we can challenge ourselves to succeed.

To that end, our focus is on the tasks at hand and not on extraneous activities (e.g.

texting, chatting, reading a newspaper, making phone calls, web surfing, etc.). See

https://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/accountability/disruptive-student-behavior
Threatening Behavior Policy 
 The UA Threatening Behavior by Students Policy prohibits threats of physical harm

to any member of the University community, including to oneself. See http://policy.arizona.edu/education-and-student-affairs/threatening-behavior-students 

Accessibility and Accommodations 
Our goal in this classroom is that learning experiences be as accessible as possible.

If you anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability,

please let me know immediately so that we can discuss options. You are also

welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center (520-621-3268) to establish

reasonable accommodations. For additional information on the Disability Resource

Center and reasonable accommodations, please visit http://drc.arizona.edu.
If you have reasonable accommodations, please plan to meet with me by

appointment or during office hours to discuss accommodations and how my course

requirements and activities may impact your ability to fully participate.
Please be aware that the accessible table and chairs in this room should remain

available for students who find that standard classroom seating is not usable.
Code of Academic Integrity
Students are encouraged to share intellectual views and discuss freely the principles

and applications of course materials. However, graded work/exercises must be the

product of independent effort unless otherwise instructed. Students are expected to

adhere to the UA Code of Academic Integrity as described in the UA General Catalog.

See:  http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/policies-and-codes/code-academic-integrity 
.
The University Libraries have some excellent tips for

avoiding plagiarism, available at

http://new.library.arizona.edu/research/citing/plagiarism .
UA Nondiscrimination and Anti-harassment Policy 
The University is committed to creating and maintaining an environment free of

discrimination; see
http://policy.arizona.edu/human-resources/nondiscrimination-and-anti-harassment-policy 
Our classroom is a place where everyone is encouraged to express well-formed

opinions and their reasons for those opinions. We also want to create a tolerant and

open environment where such opinions can be expressed without resorting to bullying or discrimination of others.
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