
   
 

Central European Media by Design? 
A Bridging Cultures Module on Visual Communications 

 
Dr. Patricia Foley, Instructor 

                                    Division of Business, Arts, Sciences, and Technology 
                        Community College of Beaver County 
 

Course: Visual Communications: Understanding Media 

Course Description: Students studying visual and media communication will investigate the 
media’s ecological influences on central European community and culture. Analyses and 
discussions will build on Marshall McLuhan’s media theory in Understanding Media and the 
work of Yuri Rozhdestvensky and Jussi Parikka.  Students will develop a better understanding of 
the differing North American (NA), central European (CE), and Russian (R) evaluations of the 
respective media ecologies.  The class will discover how media, art, and technology are used to 
create relationships between their intended and diverse media systemic structures, content, and 
audiences. At the conclusion of the course, students will present the global village as it applies to 
central European countries and their nationals, comparing those outcomes to their own 
community’s use of media, new and old.  

 

Using the chapters mentioned below from Understanding Media by Marshall McLuhan, the 
students will focus on the following specific media formats: 
17 – Comics – Graphic Novels 
20 – The Photograph – digital  
23 – Advertising – social media campaigning 
24 – Games – video games/apps? 
29 – Movies – streaming 
30 – Radio – analog or digital 
31 – Television – accessibility 
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http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Media-Extensions-Man-Critical/dp/1584230738/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1450128545&sr=1-1&keywords=Understanding+media


   
 

II. Learning Objectives  

1. Identification of major media developments in central European cultures, and their 
relation to past, present and new science and technology. 

2. Familiarity with the various and, often contradictory, qualities and effects of media on its 
users, the community and on global social consciousness.  

3. Greater awareness of ways in which words, concepts, and data may be used, or misused 
in the handling of media matters. 

III. Learning Activities  

1. 17 – Comics. Students find a comic, cartoon or graphic novel created by a CE 
artist/media. Compare/contrast it to a Russian and North American equivalent from the 
same time period. 

2. 20 – The Photograph. Students find a photograph, past and present from CE, Russian and 
North American artist/photographers from the same period. 

3. 23 – Advertising. Students find an advertisement from the same period for CE, Russia 
and NA.  

4. 24- Games – Research games from the three areas and compare/contrast. 
5. 29 – Movies. Traditional vs. streaming? Analyze a CE film for its media ecological 

effects on the audience of similar genre in other countries. 
6. 30 – Radio. Discover the modern uses for radio in the CE community.  
7. 31 – Television. Does it serve the same purpose in central Europe as in Russia and NA? 

IV. Written sources to be considered: 

Books: 
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https://books.google.com/books?id=O01OCgAAQBAJ&pg=PA49&dq=central+european+new+media+expression&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjviuGY6M7JAhUCOiYKHRAzCb04ChDoAQg5MAY%23v=onepage&q&f=true
https://books.google.com/books?id=5d5GAwAAQBAJ&pg=PA67&dq=central+european+new+media+expression&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjviuGY6M7JAhUCOiYKHRAzCb04ChDoAQguMAQ%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=3gNHQelx3zYC&pg=PA325&dq=central+european+cultural+identity+media&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwig17rS5s7JAhXDeSYKHQBzDsYQ6AEIMTAE%23v=onepage&q&f=false


   
 

   

 
  

 

 
 

 

And more . . . MEA reading list. 
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http://www.media-ecology.org/media_ecology/readinglist.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=eLqVMOmEsisC&pg=PA47&dq=central+european+modern+cultural+media&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj_28ye5s7JAhUDQCYKHdgQDMQQ6AEIJTAC%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=pJ3fBAAAQBAJ&pg=PA7&dq=central+european+social+media&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjt6d6k5c7JAhUG8CYKHf3KCMA4ChDoAQgnMAA%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=ktHBBAAAQBAJ&pg=PA67&dq=central+european+social+media&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiR3PrS5M7JAhVK1CYKHYGHDcQQ6AEITDAH%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=8fvtrZOuKv8C&printsec=frontcover&output=reader&hl=en&pg=GBS.PP1
https://books.google.com/books?id=e_m13Hk3AFEC&pg=PA138&lpg=PA138&dq=central+european+cultural+media&source=bl&ots=RceLhEDHGN&sig=-r-Q-K9BhAmiFp5L-KpoEyS9New&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiK2d604c7JAhXDWCYKHWIPD8IQ6AEIPTAI%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=EVBNBQAAQBAJ&pg=PA176&lpg=PA176&dq=central+european+cultural+traditions+media&source=bl&ots=rBY6Y95Qis&sig=BfvCYALs37-5ab7rmpaTnV0l7WI&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiPl4Go4M7JAhWKMyYKHUL7Cr8Q6AEILjAF%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=M4xQAgAAQBAJ&pg=PA276&lpg=PA276&dq=artistic+freedom+central+europe&source=bl&ots=beGMVpPJi4&sig=Cy9N7qO3XQ9v_xkL69KMrQJG3RQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi7wNiYvNTJAhVKRyYKHd1lDKcQ6AEIIjAD%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=624ocU8y4a8C&pg=PA45&lpg=PA45&dq=artistic+freedom+central+europe&source=bl&ots=KnFYZa7vag&sig=LWCIG-6SPyue6F8JN_0-TNptxCY&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi7wNiYvNTJAhVKRyYKHd1lDKcQ6AEIHjAB%23v=onepage&q=artistic%20freedom%20central%20europe&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=3GaZHwl1VwsC&pg=PA50&lpg=PA50&dq=Marshall+McLuhan+and+censorship&source=bl&ots=020ZnNePAw&sig=sNWniCgqHHaNtd3BFmma0rHQxdQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjMjbDuw9TJAhUKRiYKHSFTBIoQ6AEIODAE%23v=onepage&q&f=false


   
 

V.  Presentation: Introductory Prezi with course module focus explained will be created.  

VI. Media Resources: 

Central European Art Database 
Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 

U.S. 
ACLU – Freedom of Expression 
Youth Uprising 
A First Look at Communication Theory – college textbook online. 

Canada 
Mediasmarts 

Current German Media-Theory and their Ancestors: Benjamin and Brecht; Niels Weber, 2003 

Internet Censorship as “Cybriety”: Freud, McLuhan, and Media Pleasures. Tony Tremblay – 
Mosaic Journal; University of Manitoba. 

Germany 
DW Akademie – Made for minds. 

Horn: “There Are No Media” – University of Vienna; Department of German. 

Finland 
New Materialism as Media Theory: Medianatures and Dirty Matter. Jussi Parkka 
Digital Culture Theory Professor at the University of Turku, Finland. 

Austria 
Writing Central European Art History. ERSTE Stiftung Reader #01 organized by World 
University Service . 
 
U.K. 
Dossier: What is German Media Philosophy? Subjectivity as medium of the media.  
Radical Philosophy; philosophical journal of the independent Left 

Censorship and the arts: There’s a web of challenges to free expressions. Julia Farrington – 
Independent. 
 
U.N. 
The right to freedom of artistic expression and creativity. Human Rights Council: United Nations 
2012. 
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http://prezi.com/tdqddx54lorb/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
http://cead.space/
http://cead.space/
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ht/?period=11&region=euwco
https://www.aclu.org/freedom-expression-arts-and-entertainment
https://www.aclu.org/freedom-expression-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.youthuprising.org/programs/arts-expression/
http://www.youthuprising.org/programs/arts-expression/
http://www.afirstlook.com/book
http://mediasmarts.ca/digital-media-literacy/media-issues/diversity-media/aboriginal-people/aboriginal-expression-arts-media
http://homepage.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/niels.werber/Germanmedia.htm
https://www.questia.com/library/journal/1G1-54482288/internet-censorship-as-cybriety-freud-mcluhan
http://www.dw.com/en/pulse-self-expression-and-the-arts/av-18902774
https://germanistik.univie.ac.at/fileadmin/user_upload/inst_germanistik/Wiss_Arbeiten/Horn/There_are_no_media.pdf
http://www.academia.edu/2399377/New_Materialism_as_Media_Theory_Medianatures_and_Dirty_Matter
http://www.erstestiftung.org/patterns-travelling/content/imgs_h/Reader.pdf
https://www.radicalphilosophy.com/article/subjectivity-as-medium-of-the-media
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/censorship-and-the-arts-theres-a-web-of-challenges-to-free-expression-8638413.html


   
 

 
The right to artistic freedom. United Nations: Human Rights 2013. 

Ireland 
The Judicial Nemesis Artistic Freedom and the European Court of Human Rights. Irish Law 
Journal 2013. 

Media Ecology 
What is Media Ecology? Media Ecology Association 

Yuri Rozhdestvensky 
Introduction to the Study of Culture. Translated by Ismael Biyashev and Maria Polski East/West 
University; Chicago, U.S.A. 

Yuri Rozhdestvensky vs. Marshall McLuhan: a triumph vs. a vortex. Explorations in Media 
Ecology, vol.10, East/West University; Chicago, U.S.A. 2012. 

Teaching Media Ecology Russian Style. Abstract. East/West University; Chicago, U.S.A. 2015. 
 
Slovakia 
Slovak Republic Media 

Ukraine 
New Media Initiative for Ukraine. European Journalism Centre. 2009-2011. 

MediaNext: Transforming Ukrainian media. European Journalism Centre. 2009. 

ABYA New Links. Ukraine Newspaper and News Media. 

Poland 
Press Reference. Media Data. 

Design Student Group Portfolio. Warsztat Graficzny. Prof. Ewa Satalecka. Katowice, Poland.  

Czech Republic 
Media Landscapes. Czech Republic. Tomas Trampota. European Journalism Centre.  

Press Reference. Media Data. 

Slovenia 
The Mass Media Act. (ZMed) Legislation. Republic of Slovenia the Council Directive. 1998. 
Amended 2006. 

Media Policy in Slovenia in the 1990s. Regulation, privatization, concentration and 
commercialization of the Media. Sandra Hrvatin, Marko Milosavjecvic. Eurozine. 2003. 
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http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/CulturalRights/Pages/ArtisticFreedom.aspx
http://irishlawjournal.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/The-Judicial-Nemesis-Artistic-Freedom-and-the-European-Court-of-Human-Rights.pdf
http://www.media-ecology.org/media_ecology/
http://www.eastwest.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Rozhdestvensky-Introduction-to-the-study-of-Culture-Intro-and-ch-1.pdf
http://www.eastwest.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/A-triumph-vs-a-Vortex-1.pdf
http://www.eastwest.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/A-triumph-vs-a-Vortex-1.pdf
http://www.eastwest.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Teaching-Media-Ecology-Russian-style.pdf
http://www.slovak-republic.org/media/
http://ejc.net/projects/past/new-media-initiative-for-ukraine
http://ejc.net/projects/news/article/medianext-transforming-ukrainian-media
http://www.abyznewslinks.com/ukrai.htm
http://www.pressreference.com/No-Sa/Poland.html
http://issuu.com/warsztatgraficznyewasatalecka/docs/group_portfolio_1?utm_source=conversion_success&utm_campaign=Transactional&utm_medium=email
http://ejc.net/media_landscapes/czech-republic
http://www.pressreference.com/Co-Fa/The-Czech-Republic.html
https://www.rtvslo.si/files/razno/mass_media_act.pdf
http://www.eurozine.com/articles/2003-07-07-hrvatin-en.html
http://www.eurozine.com/articles/2003-07-07-hrvatin-en.html


   
 

Croatia 
Media Landscape. Czech Republic. Nada Buric. European Journalism Centre.  

Global 
Media Ecology Association 
 
Who’s Who in Media Studies 
 

VII. Glossary  
autoamputation 
automation 
common sense 
content 
counter-irritant 
detribalization 
fragmentation 
medium 
message 
myth 
retribalization 
participation 
narcissus 
symbolism 
semiotics 
synesthesia 
technology 
translation 
 

VIII. Prerequisites - NA 

IX. Online learning activity links: Instructor will create all of the learning activities as media 
resources change. 

X. Handouts or other materials: Instructor will develop these as the introductory Prezi is 
completed.  

XI. Connection of module to other assignments in the course – the aforementioned 
connections to the media theory developed by Marshall McLuhan in the course description. 
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http://ejc.net/media_landscapes/croatia
http://www.media-ecology.org/
http://www.media-ecology.org/
https://books.google.com/books?id=aNmfirUfhGIC&pg=PT28&lpg=PT28&dq=slovakian+media+ecology&source=bl&ots=zPiGJLn8OS&sig=E-sqHtg2_D5VeBGkY-HYTC6zZ80&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4zZDQrNzJAhVBSCYKHbxvAqUQ6AEIOTAD
https://books.google.com/books?id=aNmfirUfhGIC&pg=PT28&lpg=PT28&dq=slovakian+media+ecology&source=bl&ots=zPiGJLn8OS&sig=E-sqHtg2_D5VeBGkY-HYTC6zZ80&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi4zZDQrNzJAhVBSCYKHbxvAqUQ6AEIOTAD
http://prezi.com/tdqddx54lorb/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share


   
 

XII. Samples of student work: (with student permission) Available upon module being offered 
and practiced. 

Additional resources.  

Central European Social Media Expression 

Central European Media Expression 

Central European Social Media 

Creating Cultural Capital: Cultural Entrepreneurship in Theory, Pedagogy and Practice 
by Olaf Kuhlke and Annick Schramme. Jun 15, 2016. 
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https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hl=en-us&biw=414&bih=628&tbm=bks&ei=EiJoVsjzH8P9mAGv7rCgDA&q=central+european+social+media+expression&oq=central+european+social+media+expression&gs_l=mobile-gws-serp.3...76874.81640.0.82703.7.7.0.0.0.0.597.2123.0j3j1j1j1j1.7.0....0...1c.1.64.mobile-gws-serp..2.5.1783.2htXdJXlXro
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hl=en-us&biw=414&bih=628&tbm=bks&ei=kyFoVuDBBcPzmQGA5rmwDA&q=central+european+media+expression&oq=central+european+media+expression&gs_l=mobile-gws-serp.3...27676.40832.0.41413.39.26.0.0.0.0.1691.7257.0j14j3j0j1j0j1j1j1.21.0....0...1c.1.64.mobile-gws-serp..31.8.1737.tKuMkxTWoD8
https://www.google.com/search?q=central+european+social+media&client=safari&hl=en-us&biw=414&bih=696&tbm=bks&prmd=inv&ei=ex9oVtGyEMqomwGBj7agDA&start=10&sa=N&dpr=3
http://www.amazon.com/Creating-Cultural-Capital-Entrepreneurship-Pedagogy/dp/9059729900/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1464216149&sr=1-1&keywords=9789059729902
http://www.amazon.com/Creating-Cultural-Capital-Entrepreneurship-Pedagogy/dp/9059729900/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1464216149&sr=1-1&keywords=9789059729902

	Creating Cultural Capital: Cultural Entrepreneurship in Theory, Pedagogy and Practice

